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Wade L. Hopping was perhaps the best-known lobbyist for developers in the state and was a key player in modern
Florida history, beginning as an adviser to Gov. Claude Kirk in the 1960s. Florida Trend Senior Writer Cynthia Barnett
had interviewed Hopping in 2003 on behalf of UF’'s Samuel Proctor Oral History Program and was preparing to
interview him for this feature when he died. The following is the complete interview. The Abridged Version Is Here.

Cynthia Barnett: I'm with Wade L. Hopping, of the law firm Hopping, Green, and Sams in Tallahassee, on behalf
of the Samuel Proctor Oral History Program at the University of Florida .... He is perhaps Florida’s best known lobbyist
for developers. The date is July 22, 2003. Mr. Hopping, where were you born and in what year?

Wade Hopping: I was born in Dayton, Ohio, in 1931.
B: What was it like growing up in Dayton in the 1930s?
H: Well, it was the Depression, and it was an industrial town. My father owned a series of restaurants and bars,

mostly family bars. That was back when people, for entertainment on Saturday, would go to their neighborhood bar.
[They would] take their whole family, the kids, the cats, the dogs. In fact, one of my dad’s bars, the Zombie Bar, had
the first TV in Dayton, Ohio. It was an eleven inch TV.

B: Did your family hang out at these bars with the rest of the families also?

H: Oh, yes.

B: This was a form of entertainment?

H: For better or for worse, yes. Actually, | would work there as | got a little older and stuff. | was lucky. Even

though my parents divorced, | was lucky enough to go to college. | was the first one in my family to ever go to
college. My dad had a high school education and my mother didn’t ever finish high school because she got pregnant
with me. Gosh, that’s about the way it is today for some people. At any rate, | went to college because my high school
advisor told me not to.

B: Oh, really? So you were rebellious.

H: Well, yes, sort of. | kind of graduated 386 out of a class of 412 because | was a late bloomer at best. We had
a very good high school. Seventy percent of the students in the high school went to college. When it came my time to
be interviewed by this guidance counselor, she said, you really shouldn’t even think about going to college. She just
made me so damn mad.

B: Oh, my gosh.
H: So | went to Ohio State.
B: That’s a great story. It tells me a lot about you. Now back to your parents for one second. How old were you

when they divorced?
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H: | was eleven.
B: But it sounds like you were still pretty close to your dad. Did you stay with your mom?
H: Dayton was about like Tallahassee is today; it's a relatively small town. Sometimes | wouldn’t see him for

long periods of time, but he continued to support us. My mother was a little wild, so sometimes we were not in town.
It was kind of interesting growing up.

B: Who was influencing you at that time? Who were your role models?

H: | think the thing that saved my bacon was that | got involved in the YMCA summer camps and eventually
worked my way up to being a counselor or a junior counselor or whatever. That kept me from really going off the deep
end because we didn’t really have much supervision from my mother. She’s a very beautiful woman, and when she
was divorced there were a lot of guys around. It was during the war.

B: How many kids were in the family?

H: Just my sister and me.

B: Older or younger sister?

H: Younger by about a year and a half.

B: What's her name?

H: Wanda. She still lives in Dayton, actually Kettering.

B: So how did you do in college?

H: Well, it was kind of funny. They had what was called the OSPE, which is an entrance exam, and | placed right

where my guidance counselor thought | should place. | had like a forty-eighth percentile, so she figured I'd flunk out.
At that time, which | kind of liked, [the college] didn’t give a darn. They had to take everybody who graduated from
an accredited high school, but they didn’t have to keep you. By the end of my freshman year, | had a B average, so |
got this call from the administration wanting me to take the test over again because | was screwing things up. They
offered me as an inducement a battery of tests, which is a strange inducement. In other words, if you’ll come and be a
guinea pig and take all kinds of personality and other tests, we’ll give those to you free. I've always been intrigued by
things like that, so | went and took all those tests. | actually did very well on the OSPE. Of course, you know in the
first place, 1I'd been in college a year. My grades were against freshman, incoming kids, but | got in about the eightieth
percentile.

B: What did those personality tests tell you, do you remember?

H: Not to be a scientist, not to do anything involving mathematics, [and] don’t go into engineering. [It told me
to] be a teacher or a lawyer or something. | was interested in history and political science, so | had a good experience
at Ohio State.

B: What made you decide to go to law school?

H: Kind of somewhat by default. I’'m not sure | can even tell you that. That was one of the things the testing
showed that | might have an aptitude for. Along about my junior year the Korean War started to heat up. | was
planning to go to law school separate and apart from that, and | made a colossal error. | dropped [my] accounting
[course]. | decided | needed accounting if | was going to be in business. | took accounting and it was a disaster. |
didn’t really apply myself, and | was active in fraternities and active in student politics and | was playing lacrosse. |
was doing all kinds of crazy things and working up to get married, so | dropped it. The minute | fell below fifteen hours
| got a 1A notice to come. So then | joined ROTC, went back and took advanced ROTC. | figured, if I'm going in the
military, I’'m going as an officer, and that’s exactly what happened. But | didn’'t go until after I'd graduated from law
school.

B: Oh, you went to Korea after law school?

H: Yes.
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B: Okay. What year did you graduate from law school?

H: 1953.

B: And were you working? How were you supporting yourself and getting through college?

H: I got a little bit of money from my dad. | was working all kinds of little odd jobs, a little bit like these kids we

have in here. | was a messenger for a law firm. | worked in the [law] library.
B: And when you said you were involved in politics already, were you involved in Republican politics at that time?

H: Well, it's kind of funny. Yes, sort of at the tail end. For like one semester | was in the Young Republicans Club
and that kind of thing. | was very much involved in Sigma Chi Fraternity. There were two political groups [which were]
mostly fraternity dominated. There were the independents and then a group called Phalanx, and then there were the
Spartans. We were the Spartans. It was a group of fraternities and sororities, and | got elected to the student senate
and things like that.

B: Where was your Republican ideology shaped? Where did that come from? Was it from your dad?

H: No, my dad was a liberal Democrat and my mother was totally apolitical. What politics they did express were
[as] Roosevelt Democrats. Actually, | was pretty much a Roosevelt Democrat, too. | don’t know where it came from to
tell you the truth. I've always been personally conservative. Not politically conservative as much as personally
conservative. | remember when | was doing things for Claude Kirk [Florida governor, 1967-1971], one of my friends
said to me, Hopping, you're a latent liberal. Because | was always thinking of these ideas that would move things
forward. I’'m very much for investing in infrastructure.

B: I wonder if that was to counterbalance your mom, that conservative side.

H: | think so. My grandparents both were very, very conservative. They were Pentecostal and a lot of religious
stuff, although | wasn’t particularly religious. | was particularly kind of loosey-goosey. | was a latch key kid, and a
pretty bad latch key kid. | mean, [my mother] she’d go off for two or three days.

B: When you were how old?

H: Eleven, twelve. It was tough sometimes. It was unsettling, but you learn to make do and you develop some
initiative. It may make you weird, but what doesn’t kill you will make you stronger, is that the theory?

B: Right. Some develop initiative like you did, but some go in the other direction.

H: | think there were some close calls when you’re alone between eleven and twenty. There were some close
calls, some crazy things [l did] that were totally crazy, but | was lucky. | had good friends. Amongst the crazy things
we did, we were not malicious. We probably violated the law 100 times, but it’s not like we were hoods or anything.

B: Right, you weren’t harming people.

H: No. We may harm a little bit of property, but we weren’t harming people. Going to college was a big thing,
that really helped.

B: How about Korea? How did that shape you?

H: That was interesting. At Ohio State your choices were to be either an armored officer or a signal corps officer
or an artillery officer. To be [in] artillery, I'd have to have mathematics. | always liked to drive terribly, so the armor
was perfect. They had these tanks and we drove them around the farm of the university and just had a wonderful
time. Before | went to Korea, they send you to Fort Knox, Kentucky. | was in armored officer basic training there and
then they sent me off to Korea. In Korea, | had a tank platoon. Actually, | was in the twenty-fourth infantry division.
That'’s the division that was in the first Gulf War [January 16, 1991-March 3, 1991], an armored division. The Twenty-
fourth Infantry Division was a division that had never been in the continental United States. It was actually formed
during World War Il in Hawaii, so its symbol is a tara leaf. | was in the First Tank Battalion for the Twenty-fourth
Infantry Division. | was a platoon leader of a tank platoon with five tanks.
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That was interesting because at the time, the U.S. military, this was immediately after the real serious fighting but
there were still flare ups and we were pretty close to the front line, but the military was [in] sad [shape]. For instance,
my platoon had five Katusas. Those are Koreans Attached to the United States Army. | used to laugh and say they
only spoke English on payday. Then | had nine Puerto Ricans, and they only spoke English on payday. Then | had one
guy who was a Lodge Act inductee. He swore that he was a former Luftwaffe [German Air Force] pilot. It used to be
that when the United States Army went into the sink after World War Il and discharged everybody, they used to go
and get Germans and people. They'd say, okay, if you serve in the military for five years and are discharged in the
United States, we’ll give you citizenship. Well, they would bring them in and then they’d never bring them into the
United States, so these poor people were career army. He was pretty good. Then | had one guy that claimed he was a
Mexican wetback, but | never knew. He was a sergeant. He was kind of funny. Then | had some good sergeants, but it
was very interesting.

B: And you were managing this diverse group of people.

H: Trying to manage it, yes. Sometimes you think it manages you.

B: Is there anything that taught you or that you particularly found out about you?

H: Oh, yeah, it taught me a lot about people that I'd never been really exposed to on an intimate basis. You

learn some skills and you learn some things about dealing with people.
B: What are some of the skills that you think you later used in your [life]?

H: | really wish we had universal military training. | think it really makes you appreciate other people and where
they’re coming from and what motivates them. | think it teaches you that you can seek perfection, but you can’t find
it. It teaches you how to deal with bureaucracies and people and things. It's just a broadening experience. You know, I
was a little guy from Dayton, Ohio, then got some broadening at Ohio State, and learned how to deal with people who
came from an economic class far above myself in the fraternity. My dad was real good about paying my fraternity bill
and things like that so | could live in the fraternity house and stuff.

B: How did you infiltrate into that crowd?

H: Well, it’'s interesting, the one thing my dad continued after the divorce, and | guess my mother bargained for
it, was a membership in a country club. My mother was a wonderful golfer at one time and she won the city
tournament. My dad was a fair golfer. To be a golfer you had to have a place to play, so they joined a country club.
That meant that was a place where my sister and | could go swim and spend some of our summers when | wasn’t off
at the YMCA camps. As | got into the teenage years, | spent my whole summer at the YMCA camp because | was a
counselor. That, by the way, taught me a lot of leadership skills and managing. I'd be fifteen and I'd be managing
eight, nine, and ten year old boys and doing games with them. It's just one thing after another how you herd them,
like herding cats.

B: But this country club is helping you to see how these people live and how they get along with that.

H: Well, not so much in the social [area], | just got in with a crowd of guys. A guy by the name of Sellers, who
had the classic Jewish mother who had a ton of food in their house, we’d always go over there and eat. Then | became
friends, particularly my junior and senior year, with a fellow by the name of Hank Stout and a guy by the name of
Larry Blumenthal. The three of us ran together a lot. Hank’s parents had buckets of money, so he had a car and |
didn’t. Larry’s parents were sort of middle class, a Jewish traditional family. We were wild children. We played on an
intramural basketball team called the Zoanns. People would say, why’d you name it the Zoanns? It’s because some
guy made up these jackets that had Zoann on it and couldn’t get rid of them. So that’s how we became the Zoanns,
we got them for free. | mean it was crazy. What happened was, Hank Stout was a legacy to Sigma Chi Fraternity.
They had a summer rush in Dayton, Ohio, for all of the Sigma Chis no matter what school they were going to, and
Hank sort of got me included in that. | never even thought about entering it, because | was lucky to think about going
to college. My horizons were about that wide at that time. | think | sort of slipped through the door. | met some guys
at those summer rushes and when | went to college | just got scooped up. It was a great thing for me. | didn’t own a
tie and | didn’t own a jacket when | went to college.

B: So you learned how to move in these circles that you ended up moving in.

H: Well, yeah, maybe you could say it that way, but | learned certain things. We had a dress code four or five
nights a week at the fraternity and things like it, so | had to get a jacket and wear a tie. But then the military helped
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too. You have to wear a uniform, you have to keep your boots shined, and you learn self-discipline. You learn that
you’re discipline is important for others. Then after | got out of the military | needed work and | was having a hell of a
time. | graduated from law school sort of in the middle of my class. They used to say in law school that the A students
become professors, the B students become judges, and the C students make a million dollars.

B: And they were right [laughing].

H: [laughing.] They may be right. At any rate, | liked law school and | worked real hard at it. | really worked
hard at it because reading comprehension and things like it | really had to work hard just to make it. But law school,
again, was another one of those experiences where they let in about twice or three times the number they wanted to
keep, and then they went about their business of flunking them out. I mean it was murder. We had a course that went
three quarters (we were on the quarter system). If you flunked contracts, and it went three quarters before you got
your grade, you were out, and there were several two quarter things like civil procedure. It was not dog eat dog, but it
wasn’t easy. At any rate, | came back from Korea.

B: Did you go back to Ohio then?

H: Yeah, | went back. My wife at the time was teaching in a town north of Columbus, so | went back to
Columbus and | went around and interviewed and stuff. Finally, the father of the maid of honor in our wedding,
probably my age now but he seemed like an old guy, offered me a job. He had made a killing in a lawsuit, so he was
semi-retired to Florida. He practiced down here some of the year and had sort of a practice, a lot of acquaintances and
friends, in Columbus, Ohio. He set me up in the Huntington Bank building on the seventeenth floor. God that was a
lonely place.

B: In what city?

H: Columbus. So | started getting active in the community and stuff. | got into an investment club, | got into
Kiwanis or something, and | got into the Young Republican club. About the time | was really getting settled there,
about a year and a half after | was practicing, he calls me up one day and says, my practice here in Ft. Lauderdale is
doing pretty good. About that time | said to him, you know | need some more money, you're not paying me enough.

He said, “well I'll make you a partner, no more money, but I'll make you a partner.” So we were Adams and Hopping.
B: How old were you at that time?

H: | was about twenty-six or something.

B: That’s pretty impressive.

H: Yeah, but that was his way of avoiding paying me more. So at any rate he says, you come down and take the

Florida Bar, this is 1958, and what we’ll do is I'll come to Ohio in the summer and you can come to Florida in the
summer.

B: Oh, great!

H: [Laughing.] And I'll be in Florida in the winter and we’ll really make this work. So | come loping down here.
B: Did you realize what he was doing to you?

H: Oh, yeah, but our situation was that he was literally paying me out of his pocket. | had some business and it

was beginning to work. The deal was that he was supposed to spend like six months of the year getting the practice
revitalized in Columbus, and he wouldn’t do it. So | thought, well, this is a way to get that done. | came down to
Tallahassee as a matter of fact. It was the damndest airline flight. | think we stopped at every town along the way. We
flew from Dayton to Lexington, and Lexington to Atlanta, and Atlanta to | don’t know, Albany, and Albany to some
other little town, and finally we landed out here.

B: And Tallahassee because the bar was being offered here?

H: Yes. | came down one week before the bar was being offered. | spent the whole week studying the nuances of
Florida law and the little idiosyncrasies. I'd been warned that they really did not want to admit out-of-staters at the
time. They would whip in all kinds of little oddities.
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B: Like any you remember?

H: Yeah. At the time it had to do with court liability. There was a difference between Florida and Ohio law, and
most law around the country, on contributory negligence. [There was also some] difference on doctrine called Ris Ipsa
Loquitor and some things like that, and some differences in partnerships and stuff like that.

B: So who was helping you with these quirks?

H: Well, nobody. | came down here to study here. | stayed at the old Duval Hotel, but it's now the Radisson. It's
been very much remodeled. | got here on a Friday and | was going to go spend all my time studying at the Supreme
Court Library, and it was closed.

B: Oh my gosh.

H: So Friday | was sitting there sucking my thumb over the weekend. What had
happened, and it actually turned out, it's funny how life is, but Mr. Adams had some political acquaintances with a
very strong law firm out of Deland. A guy by the name of Warren Hall did a lot of appellant work and he was very
close to one of the Supreme Court justices, Justice T. Frank Hobson. He says, call up Justice Hobson and go see him;
you’'ve got nothing to do, go see him. So | called him up and went over there. At the time, his research assistant was
there and | met him, a guy by the name of Bill Dreesback. Hobson was a recluse, a very brilliant guy, but he was
reclusive. He had this little old tiny house, every time | go by it I'm amazed at how small and teeny it is, down on
South Meridan.

At any rate, Dreesback was a sailor. Dreesback said, well, what are you doing? | said, well, I'm trying to study for the
bar but I've got nothing to study with. | can’t get in the library and blah blah blah. He said, well why don’t we go
sailing tomorrow? | said okay. | mean, | had some papers, like my old stuff | had put for the Ohio Bar, and | was
doing sort of a general refresher. | had a book called Clark on American Law, which is sort of a lot of black letter law. |
took the bar exam in Ohio in 1953, this is 1958, and I'm trying to remember. Well, cripes, how am | going to do this?
At any rate, to make a long story short, | went sailing with the guy. | take the bar exam. It was kind of funny. We're
hanging out at the hotel and all these University of Florida graduates are saying, what’'d you think of question X and
the answers Y. | was sitting there with a couple guys from out of state and we’re going, we didn’t have that answer.
We thought, Jesus! | came away from that thing thinking I flunked it. Well, what happened was, that became almost a
scandalous bar exam because the in state guys did worse than the out of state guys for the first time ever. Somebody
skewed the bar exam to get the out of state guys, and actually got the in state guys. So there was lawsuits and all
kinds of things. Ellan Morphoneus, who later became a judge and had some relationship with Fuller Warren, actually
got the former governor Fuller Warren to come and sue the Supreme Court.

B: It's almost like so far your life has been charmed.
H: It's not charmed. Well, I'm glad to be alive.
B: No, in the couple of different stories you've told me already, it’s almost like you happen to be in the right

place at the right time.

H: Well, yeah, sometimes, but sometimes in the wrong place at the wrong time too. But at any rate, | passed
the bar exam and got a little telegram. Before | found out | passed the bar exam, Bill Dreesback calls me. He says, |
want to tell you you’re going to get a telegram shortly that says you passed the bar exam. I’'m planning to leave Judge
Hobson, and he wondered are you coming down for the swearing in ceremony. | said no, | wasn’t planning to. He said,
well would you come down for it? | said, yeah I'll come down. He said, the judge wants to interview you as a possible
clerk.

B: You must have really impressed them

H: | don’t know. Maybe the guys that had introduced me to him impressed him, who knows. Anyway, | come
down and am interviewed and he offers me this job. It’s a hell of a lot more than I’'m getting. | was getting $350 a
month from this guy, and this thing pays $8700 a year. | thought | was in hog heaven. Now you need to understand
something, the top guy in our class in 1953 was offered $250 a month. | was getting paid $750 to be a second
lieutenant. That was the period when lawyers were expected to serve peonage for a couple years. At any rate, this
was a nice offer. It was just my wife and | and a dog. My wife didn’t much want to do it, but we did it.

B: So you moved to Tallahassee instead of Ft. Lauderdale.
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H: Yeah, and | told the guy. He actually kind of encouraged me because it was going to be an effort on his part
to build this practice and troop back and forth. | was probably somewhat of a financial drain on him, and the office
definitely was a financial drain, and a secretary and the books and all that stuff. So at any rate | came to work for T.
Frank Hobson and found out that he was a brilliant guy. He added a little something to my life. | had never done much
writing other than in school reports and stuff. [Hobson] was a terrific writer. Back in those days they would write their
opinions in long hand or have them typed out on this long yellow paper. He had a very good writing style and he also
had the style of putting a unique word in every opinion. Even the per curiam opinions where you don’t know who the
author is, you could always tell that it was him because he’d have a word like epitomizing or limn or something off the
wall, but that was sort of a style thing. | actually [adopted] his style [as my own]. Later, when | came back and
worked for Justice Terrell, when Justice Terrell died, | wrote an opinion to complete his work load.

B: So you wrote opinions for him after he was dead.

H: Well, yeah, but they were signed by Justice Roberts, endorsed by Justice Roberts. So I'm writing this opinion
and then later I'm listening to some lawyers and they said, that opinion sounds just like Frank Hobson would have
written.

B: And it even had the unique word in it?

H: No, I left the unique word out. You know, we either merged our writing styles or whatever. The way we
worked in that office, and | was there for two years, he would give me the case and after the first few months | would
draft an opinion. He’'d tell me what he’d want. Because of the way they do it, they hear oral argument, then they have
a conference, then they actually do a preliminary vote, and then the case comes back to the office and someone’s
assigned the responsibility of writing the opinion and carries it out. Or he may come back and say, I’'m going to write
this opinion and | don’t give a damn what they say. I’'m going to convince them by the brilliance of this opinion that
they ought to go with me on this, even if their preliminary vote was the other way or it was split or something. He’d
tell me what he wanted and I'd sort of go do it. It was hard but it was not unmanageable because you have these
briefs of the parties and you know the cases. But you have to write an opinion that makes sense and has to be in
historic context. So | would write the opinion and he would edit it, and we’d go back and forth for sometimes weeks.

B: It really taught you argumentative skills also in writing.

H: Well, it taught me how to write and taught me how to persuade by writing. It made me a slow writer though.
B: A slow writer?

H: Yeah, although in later years | got so | could dictate a brief and stuff like that. That’s one of the things | hate,

there are no secretaries around you can give dictation to. | used to haul this couple poor secretaries in my office and
dictate it to them for three or four hours and do the whole brief.

B: But the computer should be...

H: No, | can’t type as fast as | can think.

B: Well, they have voice recognitions...

H: | tried that.

B: It didn’t work?

H: No, it didn’t work at all. I've got it on there, it’s called Dragon, and it don’t work, I've tried it. Maybe some

day, but not now. The Hobson thing, | worked for Hobson for two years.
B: What were yours and your wife’s early impressions of Florida?

H: Well, | liked it, I'm not bothered by the heat. | think I liked it much better than she did. The first time | went
into a store to try to buy a pair of shoes from a black clerk, | thought | was in a foreign land. | couldn’t understand
what they were saying. It wasn’'t so much what they were saying, it was the rhythm of it compared to what | was used
to.
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B: So that was shocking.

H: It was shocking. When | first went to work for the Supreme Court | probably could more characterize
somewhat a populace. Although | was a great state’s rights believer, | was a great believer in equity and equality for
people and equal opportunity for people. | was a little aghast at the time, | used to laugh, it had its johns [bathrooms]
labeled things like “lawyer”, and then it had “colored person”, and then it had “justice.” The johns were bizarrely
labeled throughout the building. | wish I'd have gotten a collection of those things. It was incredible because | always
thought, if you were a black female justice there was no place to pee, or you could pee everywhere. It was...

B: Bizarre.

H: Bizarre. It took a lot of getting used to the segregation and stuff. Being with the court was sort of apolitical
except for bar politics.

B: So how did you come to know Claude Kirk then?

H: I’ll shortcut that. | went away and practiced in Palm Beach for a couple years, and then Justice Terrell’s wife
called me and said her husband was in bad health. He had been on the court for over forty years. [She asked] would |
come back and be his research assistant. | did not like South Florida.

B: Why?

H: It had no change in the weather basically, and my wife and | were having some problems. Although | was
doing real well down there, | was with a guy that was hard to work with.

B: Is this guy still around?

H: Buck Baugher. | don’t know, | don’t think so. He was older. I’'m a great believer in corporate culture, that if
you’re comfortable in [your] corporate culture you’ll succeed, and if you aren’t you won’t. He and | didn’t ee and aw
very well together. | had some modern ideas about the practice of law and he had none. I'm not faulting him. He was
very successful financially and he is a very, very crafty, good lawyer. [He did] a lot of estate planning. Every time |
tried to anticipate something with him | anticipated it wrong. Have you ever been with somebody where no matter
what you did, it was wrong?

B: Yeah, you can’t work in that situation.

H: | know. At any rate, this was perfect when she called and said would you come back. So | came back and
helped him do a book, which was interesting, on a collection of his opinions, and we did the preface [for each opinion].
He was getting ready to retire. He decided he was going to retire as soon as we completed this book. So | started
looking around for a job. | may have actually precipitated his retirement because somebody from the Municipal Code
[Corporation] came over and offered me a job with that organization. I'd have probably been rich as Cresus had |
done that. | was very active in The Florida Bar. | had a call about the time they found out | was getting ready to retire
from Marshall Cassidy, who was the head of The Florida Bar. Chesterfield Smith, who just died, was president of The
Florida Bar at that time, or about to be president. So | was hired by The Florida Bar to run their continuing education
program. | ran that program for three years. | guess Chesterfield was just on the board. What happened was when
Claude Kirk was elected governor, and | was a Republican but I didn’t [know him].

B: So you hadn’t gotten active in Republican Party politics in Florida.

H: No, | was working for Democrats the whole time. | knew a little bit about the politics just by osmosis from
being over at the Supreme Court in Tallahassee and learning about the politics. When Claude Kirk was elected, the
Constitutional Revision Commission was going on. Chesterfield Smith was either chairman of that or big in that [he
served as the chairman], and he was simultaneously either president or immediate past president of The Florida Bar.
Claude Kirk said to Chesterfield Smith, here | am elected in November, you guys are deliberating on the future of the
state, you need to get the bar to give me a lawyer to help me as my advisor on constitutional revisions. So
Chesterfield Smith and the bar lent me to Claude Kirk for sixty days starting in November. It was supposed to be
temporary until he could get a staff going. | went down and interviewed with Claude Kirk. That’s when | first saw Erica
[Kirk’s wife], the famous Erica in the bikini. | wasn’t sure I'd ever seen a bikini before then.

B: Where did you go?
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H: He was camped out at somebody’s house in Palm Beach, some lavish house, and out there was this woman in
a green bikini. Erica was a voluptuous woman, an attractive woman, the mystery woman. Anyway, I'd met Claude Kirk
and he was interviewing a bunch of folks. | guess since | was free, | get on board with him and start helping him with
various [and] sundry of things. We had a very small staff at that time.

B: Is this in Tallahassee when he has first taken office?

H: Well, he hadn’t taken office yet. So I'm mucking around learning about the constitutional revision and I've left
the bar. [I’m] being paid by the bar, but I’'m over here doing constitutional revision. The governor says to me after
about a month, | want you to go on my staff and work for me full time. Back and forth back and forth, | don’'t know,
so | decide to try it.

B: What did you think about him at that point, because it sounds like you are a much straighter person so to
speak?
H: Well, he’s very charismatic. | always laugh and say Claude Kirk had 100 original ideas a day. Now most

people only have one original idea a year, maybe an original idea a month, but he had 100 of them. He had maybe, to
be more honest, ten original ideas a day.

B: That’s amazing.

H: He thought every one of them was perfect. What he really needed that he didn’t have enough of were people
to say, hey, that’s a bad idea.

B: When you said that, did he listen to you?

H: Not at first. We had some interesting engagements over that. Actually, that’s something that really probably
helped me more than anything else. My current wife always accuses me of wanting to avoid controversy.

B: That doesn’t sound like you.

H: Well, 1 do and | don’t. I mean, | always want to work it out. | don’t seek controversy. I'll have it, but I want
to work it out. Kirk was really a character. Republicans have this little bit of habit that | call the shoot, ready, aim
habit. During his inaugural address, without bothering to tell a single legislator, he announces he’s calling a special
session ten days later for the War on Crime [and] then he’s going to hire Wackenhut to be his state cops. We had no
state police at the time and we had no division of law enforcement.

B: So had he bounced this off you?

H: Well, sort of, it was in the speech. It was a little like some administrations you’re familiar with. It was like the
first time you see these ideas are in a speech somebody wrote and then you're like, go do it. It’s like, oh, well, how do
| do that? The classic was during his campaign, which | had nothing to do with, he went around and told everybody
and he answered every question on a policy with, like what are you doing about the schools, well I've got a White
Paper [on that issue]. I've got these [experts] out there writing the white paper. Hell, | came along after he was
elected and wrote some of those white papers. It was crazy. But the guy had great ideas and got himself elected, well
actually the Democrats elected him because they were having a war.

B: So you went to work for him despite the fact that he didn’t always listen to you.

H: Well, at the time | went to work for him | didn’t really know what an assistant was supposed to do. The office
was very clearly divided into political and PR on one side. A young guy hamed Tom Ferguson tried to run [that side],
and | had all [of the] governmental [issues]. So | had, “working for me,” people like Nat Reed, and later Chuck Perry.
You have to remember at the time we went into the governor’s office, the governor’s office staff was like eighteen
people, including somebody that was called the janitor